The first thing you encounter on this tour is a group of olive trees, some up to 200 years old. We planted them to form a gateway into the Inner Ring. These were brought to the site from a large and ambitious pioneer olive grove up in Northern California. It's a handsome entry into the garden that complements the theme of agriculture, its role in the history of the state, and interest in local food and the farm-to-table movement.

Given the continuous uniform architecture, it was important to us to create landmarks at each of the entries. Along with the olive trees, we decided to include bulbs from the Mediterranean region. It's the only place you can find cyclamen at Apple Park. Look closely at the ground in the fall and winter months. You'll see small clusters of delicate pink and white flowers.

THE APPLE ORCHARD

Let's walk into the Apple Orchard. Steve was adamant about orchards. We talked a lot about them in our very first meeting. He knew about the agricultural history of Santa Clara County and the history of the site, and it meant something to him. He talked about apricots, plums, and cherries. Together, we talked about harvesting and his favorite fruits, why they're better when you can grow them and pick them and they're not shipped from elsewhere.

This is the largest orchard in Apple Park, with over 350 apple trees. There are 11 different varieties, many of which are heirlooms, such as the Belle de Boskoop and Pink Pearl. We were interested in getting types of apples that had history, so we researched different varieties and when they were introduced into California, what was unique about them, and their bloom and their harvest schedule, so that there would be a gradient of blooming and fruiting throughout the year. While interested in history, we also tried to get ones that taste good because we really wanted them to end up on the tables inside.

For the health of the trees, Apple's orchard keepers are the only people who can pick fruit at Apple Park.

Let's head left through the Orchard and up to the Pond. As we walk through the Orchard, we open up to a view of the lawn which is in a shallow bowl framed by shade trees and crescent-shaped hills. The lawn was intended and has been used as a venue for large group events. At other times, it forms a calm and peaceful center with attractive long views of the garden and the building.

Up ahead there's a break in the hill's trees with a small path that leads to the pond. Let's make our way there.

THE POND

For me, the Pond is the sort of spiritual heart of the campus. In my very first meeting with Steve, I said we've got to have water, and he said, yes, of course. We agreed about that. There should be a pond.

In my view, water is fundamental. You can't have a good park without it. It's the blood of the earth, and it's also a thing that all humans are attracted to. They'll immediately go to the edge, and if they are small enough, they'll put their hands in. If they're taller like us, they'll put their toes in. People go to the edge of the water always.

I thought, wouldn't it be nice if the pond were like a beach where the water just kept coming towards you, and it kept making a sound and it would have this energy, this mysterious energy that is like the surf or like the ocean or like the waves on a lake? So we put a disk at the center of the pond that moves water in different ways throughout the day. Sometimes it's just recycling the water and you hear it flowing like a waterfall. And at other times, it just comes in gentle pulses.

It's a simple space. It's meant to be simple and reflective and a place to walk around and calm down. I often notice people gathering here. The point was just to do something extreme calming.

That goes back to Steve Jobs' idea that the landscape is part of a health regimen for people. It should encourage them to come outside and to change their focus, to get oxygen to the brain, to walk around and feel the stimulus of the natural elements. And no element is more stimulating to us than water, especially water that's moving.

Early designs had the Pond at the center of the inner ring, but it was eventually moved here to provide enough space for the lawn. It's actually better hidden like this; a place people can discover. I don't know anybody who hasn't been to the Pond. It's so calming and so universally used, people want to go.

THE INSPIRATION FOR THE POND

People ask me about my favorite moments on this project. Certainly, one of them was during the design process. We were all gathered around a presentation of the Pond and Peter Oppenheimer, Apple's CFO at the time, suddenly turned to me and said, "It's like the shore of Lake Tahoe. That's where I've gone every summer since I was a kid. And your idea of the water, and the stones, and everything, it reminds me of Tahoe." And we all said, yes, Peter's got it. That's the spirit!

So the next weekend, a couple of people from Apple went up to Tahoe with buckets. They got some sand and stones and they brought it all back. And we sat in a parking lot pushing this stuff around, trying to get the blend right.

We located different river valleys around California where we could source stone legally so that we could get a blend of colors like what the glaciers deposited naturally at Tahoe. None of the rivers had all the combinations that you can see there —  you can get some of them in one place, some in another — and so to get that sort of jumble that happened, we had to go to different places and then put it all together. It's a variety of ochres and tans, of lights, browns, and darks, and that's what you see in the Pond today.

Apple is a big tech company, world-famous for its research and development. Well, this landscape was a big R&D project also, let me tell you, for all of us. It was kind of fun. More than kind of fun. It was a lot of fun.

Exiting the Pond, let's head toward Caffè Macs.

CAFFÈ MACS: THE INTEGRATION OF LAND AND STRUCTURE

When thinking about this space, I thought there would be so much food and so many people that you'd want to get them outside. People are going to want to take food to the Pond or somewhere else with a nice view. These Caffè terraces were one of the very first things we drew. Their pergolas frame the dining areas and provide shade, interspersed with herb gardens of rosemary and sage, all beneath the flowering canopies of fruit trees in the springtime.

Approaching the restaurant, we pass through the apricot and plum orchard. In addition to providing fresh fruit for the Caffè, this orchard pays homage to the history of the site. Long before it became Apple Park, this was an apricot and plum orchard. So when considering which fruits to plant here, we made sure to include the Blenheim Apricot, a variety that was once commonly grown in the Santa Clara Valley, and it's still considered the best tasting.

At Caffè Macs, one can take a peek into the remarkable dining space with its four-story sliding glass doors. Visiting this busy Caffè offers a pleasant glimpse into how well the Park is used and enjoyed by everyone. Here, one can meet colleagues and work outside or simply have lunch in the fresh air.

Looking across the lawn into and through the Caffè, you really do get the sense of how the landscape flows through and around the Ring Building, the integration of land and structure.

One of the things that Steve and the entire design team all felt was that they wanted the landscape to be present wherever you are in the building. It's for everybody and it's at the end of every walk and every passage. Everywhere you are, you're connected to the landscape. This indoor/outdoor relationship was something that we really, really wanted, and we've been pretty successful in making it all come together.

INNER RING GARDEN: THE DESIGN CHALLENGE

The Inner Ring presented a unique opportunity to design a 24-acre garden for Apple employees to enjoy. The space is quite expansive, large enough to fit Levi's Stadium. So the challenge was to shape a variety of spaces that range in scale, from intimate and enclosed to wide open spaces large enough to accommodate events. We wanted to provide places where employees could work and meet outside, walk and talk, dine together, or enjoy a quiet moment of solitude.

A big part of that was adding depth and topography with a pair of crescent-shaped hills. From there, we split up the space into three distinct areas: an expansive, gently sloping lawn for events, fruit orchards that recall the cultural history of the region and the site, and a hidden pond that offers opportunities for reflection.

I hope you've enjoyed this tour. Thank you for joining me. If you want to learn more about Apple Park, I recommend exploring one of the other tours in this app.
